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TC LANEWAY
Can we build a new 

Laneway home for you?



Top 10 Laneway Questions & Answers
1. Where can a laneway house be built?

LWH can be built on any RS-1 or RS-5 single family lot provided it 
has a back lane and a minimum width of 33’

4. Does additional parking need to be provided?

No. The requirement is for only one parking space on the lot which 
can be used by the occupants of the main house, a basement suite, or 
the laneway house.

2. Can I have a laneway house if I already have a basement suite?

Yes, you can have both a basement suite and laneway house on a lot.

9. Can I have a two car garage and a laneway house?

No, unless your lot has a minimum area of approximately 7,965 
square feet.  Otherwise you are limited to a single garage or 
covered parking space and laneway house. You can have additional 
uncovered parking spaces.

3. How big can a laneway house be?

A laneway house can be up to 500 square feet on a 33’ lot and up 
to 750 square feet on a 50’ lot. They can be either single storey or 
1 1/2 storeys and up to 20’ high, provided however that the area of 
the second level cannot be more than 60% of the ground floor area, 
including the garage.

6. Will a laneway house increase my property taxes?

Yes, a laneway house will likely increase your property taxes based 
on the initial cost and subsequent value of the unit.

8. Where can a laneway house be built within my back yard?

The location of the laneway house is generally limited to the area 
zoned for the garage or parking; more specifically, it cannot extend 
more than 26’ from the lane on a standard 120’ deep lot, and there 
must be a 16’ separation between the main house and laneway house.

10. How much will a laneway house cost?

Unfortunately, there is no easy answer to this question since the cost 
will depend on the size and design of the unit, the site conditions, 
availability of sewers, water lines and hydro service. In addition to 
the construction cost, there is also a need to budget for a variety of 
city fees, and other ‘soft costs’ including design and engineering fees, 
insurance, survey costs, etc. 
Trasolini Chetner will be pleased to review your site and design 
requirements and provide a preliminary cost estimate on a no 
obligation basis.

7. Can the laneway house be subdivided and sold off?

No.  It can only be rented; however there are no restrictions on the 
rental arrangement.

5. What is the approval process for a laneway house?

The city has agreed to approve up to 100 laneway houses on a trial 
basis, following which the program will be evaluated. Applicants 
will need to have prepared:  a full set of plans and complete a 
comprehensive application form. Trasolini Chetner is carefully 
monitoring the program and will be pleased to assist any homeowner 
who wishes to build a laneway house.

Trasolini Chetner is pleased to announce the creation of TC LANEWAY, in association with 
Michael Geller MAIBC, FCIP, a well known architect/planner and longstanding proponent 
of Laneway Housing.  We are NOW ready to start building Vancouver’s newest and most 
innovative form of housing!  To learn how the TC team can assist you in creating a laneway 
house on your property, contact us for a free, one hour, no obligation consultation.


